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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

What Does Hogwarts Have in Common  
with the CIA?
WASHINGTON, DC., INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM

What does Hogwarts have in common with 
the CIA? As it turns out, they have a lot in 
common. Spy novelist, Lynn Boughey and 
36-year CIA veteran and Executive Director 
of the International Spy Museum Peter 
Earnest explore this question in their book 
Harry Potter and the Art of Spying. The title is set 
to be released nationwide on Sept. 15, 2014 
through Wise Ink Creative Publishing. The 
book cycles through the Harry Potter series 
to reveal that spies and spy craft are just as 
much a part of Rowling’s world as wizards 
and magic.

“The characters draw heavily on tradi-
tional, and some not-so-traditional, spy craft 
to keep the wizarding world a secret,” say 
Boughey and Earnest. The authors discov-
ered numerous connections to their own 
backgrounds in spy craft while reading the 
beloved series, such as secret organizations 
and covert action and adversary surveil-
lance. “[Harry and his friends act like and are 
consummate espionage agents throughout 
the entire series, but especially in Harry Potter 
and the Order of the Phoenix.” The book mostly 
covers J.K. Rowling’s fifth installment in the 
Harry Potter series. Boughey developed the 
initial concept for the book, inspired by his 
military background and criminal education 
teaching career, and with Earnest’s collabora-
tions, added a lot of spy lore and perspectives 
based on Earnest’s 36 years with the CIA.

Harry Potter and the Art of Spying promises 
a brand-new look at the series that inspired 
a generation. Inside, you’ll find a full chap-
ter-by-chapter analysis of Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix and an intelligence primer 
that uses the entire series to teach the reader 
how to recruit spies, gather intelligence, 
find double agents and moles and be a major 
player in the areas of politics and diplomacy. 
Also within the pages are J.K. Rowling’s 
hidden references to Shakespeare and other 
important writers, as well as little-known 
facts about the author.

Boughey and Earnest will be featured 
presenters at this year’s LeakyCon which 
runs from July 31 to Aug. 2 in Orlando, 
Florida. In the past, the event has attracted 
5,000 Harry Potter fans. “We are eager to 
engage with the Harry Potter fan base. We 
know we will learn from them,” say Boughey 
and Earnest.

Attendees will have a chance to meet 
the authors and purchase a special LeakyCon 
2014 edition of the book. The kick-off for the 
book will be held at the International Spy 
Museum in Washington, DC on September 
6, 2014.

Contact: Amy Quale

amy@wiseinkpub.com

222 N. 2nd St, Ste. 220, Minneapolis, MN

(218) 329-3057
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ABOUT HARRY POTTER  
AND THE ART OF SPYING

The Harry Potter 
series is more 
than just a story 
about a young 
wizard who saves 
the world from 
H e -W h o - M u s t -
Not-Be-Named. The 
seven-book saga is 
an excellent primer 

on spying, intelligence, and politics. Join spy 
novelist Lynn Boughey, and thirty-six-year 
CIA veteran and executive director of the 
International Spy Museum Peter Earnest as 
they review the spy craft employed and cele-
brated in J.K. Rowling’s bestselling books. 
From the invisibility cloak to house pass-
words to Fred and George Weasley’s Extend-
able Ears, Harry Potter and the Art of Spying  is 
full of spy lessons for the secret-agent-in-
training in the Muggle realm. Learn how to 
break secret codes, gather intelligence, read 
characters’ motives, and why Severus Snape 
is the best double agent ever.

“A fun and fascinating read for wizards and 
Muggles alike.” 

—Laura Moss, author of The Unofficial 
Harry Potter Insults Handbook

“An entertaining introduction into the 
world of spying . . . perfect for aspiring 
covert agents of all ages.” 

—Keith Melton, intelligence trade-
craft historian, coauthor of Spycraft: 

The Secret History of the CIA’s Spytechs, 
from Communism to Al-Qaeda

Attorney  Lynn Boughey 
is  North Dakota’s first 
Truman Scholar. He is the 
author of spy-novel Mission 
to Chara. He has served on 
the national committees 
relating to military matters 

and has taught university courses in political 
science, terrorism, international relations, 
criminal law, and criminal procedure.

Peter Earnest  is a former 
Senior CIA National Clan-
destine Service Officer 
and is the Executive and 
Founding Director of the 
International Spy Museum 
in Washington, DC. Peter 

has written several books relating to intel-
ligence, including Business Confidential: Lessons 
for Corporate Success from Inside the CIA.

Paperback: 632 pages

Publisher: Wise Ink Creative Publishing 
(September 8, 2014)

ISBN-13: 978-1-94001-414-2

Price: $18.95

Available through Amazon, Barnes & 
Noble, Ingram, and Baker & Taylor. 
Reseller discounts available
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ENDORSEMENTS

“highly recommended” – “fascinating” – 
“thorough and absorbing”

—MuggleNet staff

“For an entertaining introduction into 
the world of spying and spy craft, Harry 
Potter and the Art of Spying is perfect for 
aspiring covert agents of all ages. Former 
CIA operative Peter Earnest’s expertise 
really shines through in all the details and 
Lynn Boughey’s encyclopedic knowledge of 
Harry Potter will impress any super-fan.” 

—Keith Melton, intelligence trade-
craft historian, coauthor of Spycraft: 

The Secret History of the CIA’s Spytechs, 
from Communism to Al-Qaeda

“Although the authors consider Harry to 
be some sort of hero, at least they have a 
whole chapter on me and my history and 
assert that I am the best double agent ever. 
It’s hard to argue with such a brilliant 
conclusion.” 

—Severus Snape, from his portrait on 
the headmaster’s office, Hogwarts

“You’ll never see the world of Harry Potter 
the same way again after you’ve seen it 
through the eyes of a spy novelist and a 
former CIA agent. Packed full of spying 
tips and tricks from both the magical world 
and our own, this book is a fun and fasci-
nating read for wizards and Muggles alike.” 

—Laura Moss, author of The Unofficial 
Harry Potter Insults Handbook

“Well, it’s certainly not as good as my book 
about Dumbledore, as I am willing to let 
facts roam a little—but I guess some people 
like that type of reporting. And the chapter 

on Severus Snape is just to DIE for!” - Rita 
Skeeter, former reporter with the Daily 
Prophet

“A thorough and absorbing read. Harry 
Potter and the Art of Spying is not just an excel-
lent spy how-to book, but also a fascinating 
lens through which to view the Harry Potter 
series. Highly recommended for anyone 
who’s ever wished they’d gotten a Hogwarts 
letter . . . or wanted to join the CIA.” 

—Jessica Jordan, senior  
journalist, MuggleNet

“A fascinating way to explore the Harry 
Potter books! Who’d have guessed that the 
Harry Potter books were filled with so 
many references to spying? Using book five 
as a guide, the authors of Harry Potter and 
the Art of Spying discuss every aspect of spy 
craft from the obvious to the unexpected.” 

—Steve Vander Ark, author of The 
Lexicon: An Unofficial Guide to Harry 
Potter Fiction and Related Materials, 

founder of the Harry Potter Lexicon

“Harry Potter and the Art of Spying is a trea-
sure trove of information for Potter theo-
rists. Whether you’re new to Harry’s world 
or a Potter purist, this book will open your 
eyes to hidden clues and unlock secrets you 
may have missed. A truly great addition to 
the Potter universe!” 

—Aimee Krenz, source editor, MuggleNet

“They’re just darn lucky they all didn’t get 
killed, the idiots. They should have told 
us at the Auror office and we would have 
taken care of it just fine.” 

—Puckus Windimouth, former Head of 
Auror Office under Rufus Scrimgeour
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Q & A WITH LYNN BOUGHEY  
AND PETER EARNEST

What does Harry Potter have to do 
with the art of spying?

ANSWER: Lots! Harry Potter’s world is a 

secret world wholly separate and apart from 

the world of the Muggles. He and his friends 

and everyone else in that world draw heavily 

on traditional, and some not-so-traditional, 

spy craft to keep the wizarding world a 

secret. Even within that world, he and his 

friends form a secret, subversive organization. 

They collect and analyze intelligence, surveil 

suspected adversaries, and take “covert 

action” in the language of intelligence spy 

craft. They act like and are consummate 

espionage agents throughout the entire series, 

but especially in The Order of the Phoenix.

Who is the best spy in Harry Potter 
and why?

ANSWER: Severus Snape, of course! He 

spends years as a double agent protecting 

someone he frankly doesn’t like. He sits at the 

right hand of Voldemort, provides him useful 

information while keeping his real motives 

secret. He is, simply, the very best double 

agent in the whole series.

In what ways does Harry Potter and the 
Art of Spying have historical relevance? 
Are there current events in the real 
intelligence community that relate to 
the intelligence community in Harry 
Potter?

ANSWER: Throughout the book we 

make reference to “real-world” issues. For 

example, we discuss the effect of 9-11 on the 

intelligence community and what changes 

occurred, we discuss cyber warfare, and 

Edwin Snowden’s disclosures. As a matter of 

fact, the book ends with an index of Muggle-

Related References to the spy world, history 

of spying, spy organizations, and even the 

process of intelligence analysis.

What qualifications and experiences 
led you to undertake this rather 
unique analysis of Harry Potter?

ANSWER: Peter: I was born in Edinburgh, 

Scotland (where Rowling now lives) to 

an American diplomat father and English 

mother. My early memories closely mirror 

Harry’s childhood surroundings though I 

didn’t live under the stairs. My friends were 

Scots, and my brogue was so thick that my 

father’s family in Iowa would make me speak 

just to wonder at the strangeness of it. This 

sense of apartness stayed with me for many 

years. A Jesuit education (Georgetown), a stint 

in the U.S. Marine Corps, and a 36-year career 

in the Central Intelligence Agency imbued 

me with a keen understanding of elite, often 

secretive organizations and their cultures. My 

lifetime interest in the world of magic and 

magicians drew me to the wonderful tale of 

Harry Potter and his world. Alas, my skill at 

slight-of-hand has waned, and I never knew 

any real magic spells.

Lynn: I grew up around military bases and 

served on several military committees as 
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a civilian. I love to write and wrote a spy 

novel entitled Mission to Chara that came 

out in 2000 and incorporated many of my 

experiences and travels, particularly in Russia 

right after the Soviet Union fell. I have also 

always been a serious student in many areas 

(I was the first North Dakotan to receive the 

Truman Scholarship) and taught university 

courses in criminal law, criminal procedure, 

international relations, and even terrorism 

before 9/11. As I read and re-read the Potter 

series, I was amazed how much spy craft and 

intelligence analysis occurred throughout the 

series, and particularly in book five, Harry 

Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. I decided 

to embark on a journey through the book’s 

spy craft and went to work on an outline. 

Luckily Peter came along for the ride—right 

in the front seat of our Ford Anglia.

Speaking of which, how did you two 
get connected to write Harry Potter and 
the Art of Spying?

ANSWER: Lynn had done the very rough 

draft and asked Peter if he would like to be 

co-author. He immediately agreed and we 

spent over two years working on the book, 

sometimes sitting down for a week at a time 

going over it word-for-word. Lynn traveled 

to Washington, DC to work intensively 

with Peter at the International Spy Museum. 

Inevitably, a strong bond of friendship grew 

out of our close collaboration.

This book is 632 pages—wow! What 
was the writing process like? Did 
it take a long time for all of this 
research?

ANSWER: Lynn had the idea many years ago, 

but it was only when he was “re-reading” 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

on CD as he drove that he started keeping 

track of all the spy craft. He made an outline 

of the spy craft used, wrote the first half 

going over the spy craft chapter by chapter, 

and wrote the rough draft of the second half 

based on major topics in intelligence, such 

as types of spies, recruiting, etc. Then Peter 

came on board to add a lot of spy lore and his 

perspective based after thirty-six years with 

the CIA. Believe it or not, we did edit out 

a lot of interesting things—just not enough 

room for everything!

I understand Peter is the founding 
executive director of the International 
Spy Museum in Washington, DC. Are 
they excited about the book as well?

ANSWER: There are a sizeable number of 

Harry Potter fans among the Museum Staff, 

including our Associate Buyer Allison Bishop. 

There is a widespread enthusiasm for the book 

and great early promotion of its publication.

You are doing quite a presentation at 
LeakyCon. Tell us about it!

ANSWER: LeakyCon 2014 in Orlando expects 

over 5,000 Harry Potter fans. The organizers 

accepted our invitation to give a presentation 

on the general topic of the spycraft in the 

Harry Potter series AND decided to highlight 

our presentation. We have been told the room 

seats 600, holds 1,200, and they intend to 

fill it! We are eager to engage with the Harry 

Potter fan base. We know we will learn from 

them.

Is this book for children or adults?

ANSWER: Hopefully both! We have written 

it for a very bright youths interested in spying 
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and knowledgeable with the Harry Potter 

series, but have included real-world references 

and discussions that would be equally 

interesting to adults of all ages.

Are you writing any other books on 
the art of spying?

ANSWER: This version is mainly for kids 

between the ages of 11 and 99. We are also 

finalizing a true kid’s version of Harry 

Potter and the Art of Spying for ages 8 to 

12. Also take a look at the list of books Peter 

has written to educate the public on spies 

and spying, particularly The Spy’s Guide to 

becoming a Real Spy for young adults.

You also talk about Harry Potter and 
Shakespeare. What is the connection 
there?

ANSWER: There are numerous connections 

between Harry Potter and Shakespeare. Many 

of the themes in Macbeth are in the Harry 

Potter series, such as witches, prophecies, and 

even the Weird Sisters! J. K. Rowling knows 

her Shakespeare and frequently references the 

works or themes contained in Shakespeare’s 

works. As a matter of fact, did you know that 

Hermione is a character in The Winter’s Tale 

written in 1610 or 1611?

There are also codes for readers in 
your book. Can you tell us about them 
and give us a hint?

ANSWER: Here are a few:

Erised stra ehru oyt ube cafru oyt on wohsi 

(SS 207).

6 – 2 – 4 – 4 – 2 (OP 125)

S.P.T. to A.P.W.B.D. Dark Lord and (?) Harry 

Potter

(OP 780, 840, 841)
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LOST RITA SKEETER INTERVIEWS 
WITH SEVERUS SNAPE

The authors of Harry Potter and the Art of 
Spying have uncovered a long-lost interview of 
none other than Severus Snape. Written by Rita 
Skeeter, who has since retired to a bungalow in Little 
Whinging, the articles about the interview were 
discovered as the authors took a tour of Hogwarts 
castle. No sooner had we wished we knew more 
about Snape’s life as a double agent than a door 
appeared at the end of the hall. Inside, there was 
a small writing desk and a stack of papers that we 
soon learned had the answers to all of our questions!

We have reproduced the series of articles 
published after the installation of Severus Snape’s 
portrait in the headmaster’s office at Hogwarts and 
will be publishing them in order over the next few 
weeks. Here is the article, written in green ink in 
Rita Skeeter’s hand:

DUMBLEDORE’S DEATH EATER 
CELEBRATED AS A HERO

Snape admits to killing Dumbledore, but 
claims Dumbledore “asked” him to . . .

Just yesterday, Harry Potter, the Boy 
Who Lived Twice, presided over the installa-
tion ceremony of Severus Snape’s portrait in 
the headmaster’s office at Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry, writes Rita 
Skeeter, special correspondent and author of 
The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore.

Nearly five years after the Battle at 
Hogwarts and Snape’s death, the ceremony 
was attended by just a handful of witches 

and wizards who seemed to be inordinately 
distraught over the controversial head-
master’s death. The delay in installing the 
portrait and the small ceremony speaks to the 
wizarding community’s continued confusion 
over the role Snape played in Voldemort’s 
demise. Yet, in a rare interview, Harry Potter 
described the foreboding professor as “the 
bravest man he ever knew.”

Although it seems as though the poor 
boy may have simply latched onto an unlikely 
father figure after the deaths of Sirius Black 
(who went to Azkaban for thirteen years on 
account of a mass Muggle killing, only to be 
acquitted by the courts; many conspiracy 
theorists believe he is still guilty), Remus 
Lupin (a known werewolf), and Albus 
Dumbledore himself (who is rumored to 
have gone a bit senile in his later years). Yet 
Harry Potter is not the only person to have a 
strange kind of reverence for Severus Snape. 
“It is time everyone knew what he has done 
to help defeat Voldemort,” Hogwarts Head-
master Minerva McGonagall said as she led 
me up the winding staircase to her office. 
Her tightly pursed lips gave no indication as 
to whether she believed her own words.

In an interview with Snape’s portrait, 
the man himself was reluctant to admit his 
own part in the rise and fall of the Dark 
Lord. When asked why he was willing to 
speak with the Daily Prophet, he sneered, 
saying, “My reasons don’t concern you. It is 
enough that I deign to submit to this inter-
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view.” Quite the imperious attitude from 
a man that most people still blame for the 
death of Dumbledore and the near death of 
Harry Potter.

Snape’s involvement with former head-
master Albus Dumbledore and his tenure at 
Hogwarts began back in 1981 at the height of 
Voldemort’s first reign of terror. It is remark-
able that Dumbledore was even willing to 
speak with him, let alone hire him to teach 
our children when he was a well-known 
“former” Death Eater. What makes the situa-
tion even more ludicrous is that he approached 
Dumbledore only after he had already sold 
Lily and James Potter out to Voldemort by 
telling the Dark Lord about the first part of a 
prophesy that he had overheard.

“It was I that relayed that prophecy to 
the Dark Lord, setting in motion all that was 
to come,” he said with a certain amount of 
pride, “At the time I overheard the prophesy 
I was a loyal servant to the Dark Lord. I 
was glad to do his bidding. Honored. I was 
a true follower—not due to fear or a desire 
for power, like the others. I was a believer, in 
what he believed.”

The prophecy Snape refers to predicted 
Voldemort’s demise at the hands of a boy to 
be born in July to parents who had already 
defied the Dark Lord three times. This, of 
course, led to the deaths of Lily and James 
Potter on October 31, 1981, Harry Potter’s 
miraculous survival, and Voldemort’s tempo-
rary loss of power. When asked if he felt 
responsible, Snape glowered over a sharply 
hooked nose before turning to face the back 
of his portrait. “Her death changed every-
thing,” he said.

Snape Claims He Dedicated His Life to 
Protecting Harry Potter

Severus Snape refused to speak with 
special correspondent Rita Skeeter for an 

entire week following her initial interview 
during which he proclaimed his loyalty to 
the Dark Lord. However, current Headmis-
tress Minerva McGonagall invited the Daily 
Prophet back once more to hear more of 
his outlandish story. When asked about the 
woman who “changed everything,” Snape 
was tightlipped, but he soon revealed his role 
as a double agent in the years leading up to 
the second Wizarding war.

“I was a spy to Dumbledore,” he said 
with a sneer, “not for him. I made it my duty 
to keep an eye on Potter while he was at 
school for his own safety.”

Considering that the boy survived a 
face to face encounter with Voldemort before 
he could walk, it seems highly unlikely that 
the Death Eater-turned-Potions-Master could 
offer much in the way of additional protec-
tion, but Snape was adamant.

“That arrogant pipsqueak of a wizard 
couldn’t protect himself if he tried,” he said, 
“And he didn’t try at all. He was always taking 
on trolls, sneaking around to forbidden areas 
of the grounds, and using that invisibility 
cloak so that the rest of the professors had no 
idea what he was doing.”

Snape’s comment should remind 
readers of the utter lack of consistent secu-
rity at Hogwarts during Harry Potter’s time 
there. In his very first year a troll made its 
way into the castle and threatened the lives 
of Potter and his friends. In his second year, 
the Chamber of Secrets was opened once 
more to wreak havoc on the student body. 
Escaped convict Sirius Black made his way 
into the Gryffindor Common Room the next 
year and Voldemort himself returned after 
kidnapping Cedric Diggory (may he rest in 
peace) and Potter during the following year’s 
Triwizard tournament. Dumbledore even 
died in Hogwarts’ tower, raising signifi-



10

cant questions as to exactly what role Snape 
played in “protecting” Potter and Hogwarts.

“Of course I was not responsible for 
the troll or the Chamber of Secrets or Sirius 
Black’s return!” Snape shouted thunder-
ously. “I certainly did not want Voldemort to 
return and I—”

Here, the proud professor stopped. He 
killed Dumbledore the year before the Battle 
of Hogwarts, allowing Voldemort to return 
to full power for the first time in 18 years. 
When asked why he did it, Snape gave a 
remarkable answer.

“Dumbledore asked me to.”

The ludicrous claim was followed by a 
tense silence, which was broken only when 
correspondent Rita Skeeter stood up to leave.

“Wait!” Snape said with a sigh, “People 
need to hear this. They need to know that 
fighting evil means making difficult choices.”

When asked once more why he killed 
Dumbledore, Snape expanded upon his 
previous answer.

“As soon as Voldemort returned, Dumb-
ledore told me to respond to the Dark Lord’s 
call as if I were still a loyal Death Eater. As 
one of Voldemort’s more trusted followers, 
he told me of his plan to have a Hogwarts 
student, a boy from my own House, kill 
Dumbledore. When I reported as much to 
the headmaster, he made me swear that I 
would be the one to kill him if it came down 
to that. He did not want that guilt and evil 
staining the conscience of such a young boy. I 
protested, but in the end, I was forced to kill 
him in order to protect my cover. Besides, he 
was going to die soon anyway, thanks to the 
wound he had received to one of his hands.”

When asked if he regretted his deci-
sion, Snape sighed and began to step toward 
the outer frame of his portrait.

“I did not love Dumbledore like others 
did. I saw him for what he was, a man much 
like me who was trying to make up for all 
the damage he had done when he was young 
and foolish. I needed to kill him so I could 
continue to protect Potter and fulfill my own 
obligation to right my wrongs. Do I regret it? 
No. But his death is a part of me now just like 
all the other deaths are.”

Snape disappeared from the frame 
leaving more questions than answers.

Snape’s Last Act At the Battle of 
Hogwarts

When Severus Snape re-entered his 
frame, he looked tired. Unlike the other 
headmaster portraits, however, he did not 
feign sleep but resumed his haughty pose 
before special correspondent Rita Skeeter. 
Under his command of Hogwarts as Head-
master during Voldemort’s second rise 
to power, Snape allowed the Dolohovs to 
torture students and did little to protect his 
young charges from kidnappings designed to 
persuade their parents to assist Voldemort. 
The man had little to offer by way of explana-
tion for his willingness to put these students 
in harm’s way.

“I was undercover,” he said, “the most 
important thing was to stay close enough to 
Voldemort to ensure his demise. And I made 
sure that the Dolohovs didn’t go too far.”

However, at the Battle of Hogwarts in 
the spring of 1998, Snape died well before he 
could do anything to affect Voldemort. His 
death leads many members of the wizarding 
community to question whether reports 
of his heroism are not greatly exaggerated. 
When asked about these accusations, Snape 
simply shook his head.

“What so many of you do not under-
stand is that some things are more powerful 
than magic,” he said coldly, “Dumbledore 
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would have said love is one of them, but I 
have not been on the receiving end of much 
of that. I do, however, think the truth can be 
far more powerful than any spell.”

The cryptic answer seems, to any 
rational listener, like quite the excuse for 
Snape’s long list of prior bad acts. Special 
correspondent Rita Skeeter pressed the 
former headmaster for details.

“In the end,” said Snape, “Harry Potter 
did not need me or Dumbledore or any of 
you. He needed to know that he had to die 
in order to make Voldemort vulnerable to 
death. That tiny bit of information made all 
the difference and I was the only one who 
could give it to him.”

As he was dying, Snape asked Harry 
Potter to retrieve some of his memories. By 
placing them in Dumbledore’s Pensieve, the 
Boy Who Lived Twice learned what he needed 
to do to kill Voldemort, which apparently 
involved allowing Voldemort to kill him. 
Many believe that this was actually Snape’s 
attempt to assist Voldemort in killing Harry 
Potter, something he struggles to deny.

“He didn’t die, did he?” said Snape 
scornfully, “Doesn’t that kind of imply that I 
wasn’t sending him into a trap?”

Snape still refuses to explain why Harry 
had to nearly die.

“That’s none of your business,” he said.

“All for Lily”: Snape Finally Reveals 
Why He Became a Double Agent

The big question on everyone’s minds 
for the last few weeks has been why. Why 
did Severus Snape become a spy to Dumb-
ledore at the height of Voldemort’s power? 
Why did he die to protect Harry Potter? Why 
did he submit to these interviews? The truth 
is that Severus Snape was in love, writes Rita 
Skeeter, special correspondent.

“I had known, and had been, at one 
time, a friend of Lily Potter, then known 
as Lily Evans,” Snape began slowly, we were 
neighbors and classmates. For a time she, 
unlike the others, was kind to me.”

Reports of Lily Potter’s kindness have 
lived on long after her death. Her husband’s 
bravado was also well known among those 
who admired it, but it was Lily who won the 
hearts of all she had met. “Ah always loved 
the way she treated my pets,” reported half-
giant and former Care of Magical Creatures 
professor Rubeus Hagrid, “Harry’s got ‘er 
eyes and ‘er soft touch with ‘em.”

It seems, however, that Snape was more 
than an admirer of the fiery haired witch. 
When she fell in love with James Potter, 
his disappointment took over his better 
judgment.

“I wanted people like James Potter to 
realize they could not control the world with 
a smile and a flick of a wand forever,” said 
Snape bitterly, “everything came so easily 
to him, including her. He never knew how 
lucky he was.”

By throwing his lot in with Voldemort, 
Snape had aspirations of overturning the 
stranglehold that certain wizarding families 
had on the community as a whole. Unfortu-
nately, his loyalty to the Dark Lord proved 
fatal to the one he loved.

“The Dark Lord, choosing between two 
possible enemies, selected Potter as the one 
who provided the most risk to him, and 
decided to hunt him down and kill him.”

The way the prophecy is worded, either 
Potter or his classmate, Neville Longbottom, 
could have been the Chosen One. When asked 
whether Snape would have turned against 
the Dark Lord had Neville been chosen as a 
target, Snape shook his head.
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“I would not have come to the boy’s 
rescue,” he said with a scowl. “I would not 
have come to Potter’s rescue if it had not 
been for Lily.”

Realizing that Lily and her husband 
would stand and fight for the life of their 
child, Snape raced to save them by alerting 
Dumbledore. Unfortunately, their precau-
tions failed and the Potter parents died at 
Voldemort’s hand.

When asked what he did the night Lily 
died, Snape shook his head and turned away 
for a moment. He then turned to face the 
front of his portrait, his shoulders stiff and 
square and his dark hair pushed back from 
his face.

“I thought my world ended that night,” 
he said. “I wish I had died by the same curse. 
But the next day her son was still alive and 
Dumbledore asked me to help keep an eye 
on him. I hated that boy for who his father 
was but I had made a promise to Dumbledore 
to protect him, as much as I did loath him. 
But there was more to it than just a promise 
made to an old man . . .”

Tears shone in the stoic professor’s 
eyes. Special correspondent Rita Skeeter was 
speechless for a moment before she asked her 
final question.

“So you did it for love?”

“Yes,” he said, “I will always love 
his mother. That was the only thing that 
mattered. It is why I did what I did for all 
those years.”

And then he looked away so I couldn’t 
see his face and walked out of left portrait—
no doubt laughing at the cock-and-bull story 
he had just given me. No one would do all 
that for a woman who didn’t even love him, 
married another man, and boar (misspelling 
intentional) a son he hated and despised all 
those years.

As far as I am concerned, Snape was a 
Death Eater the whole time. He picked the 
wrong side and now he is making up the 
most elaborate work of fiction created in 
centuries. “I did it for Lily . . .” “Dumbledore 
told me to kill him . . .” Give me a break, 
Dear Reader.
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